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vestigation continues into the causes and prevention of prematurity, the
care of prematures requires constant reappraisal. The second edition of
Ethel Dunham's manual on premature infants is both an excellent reference
source and guide for the care of these patients.
The first section of the book is concerned with such general considera-
tions as the incidence, causes, and prevention of prematurity and with the
prognosis and developmental progress of infants who are prematurely born;
the second section deals with clinical problems such as the care and feeding
of prematures and the disease states to which they may be subject; the
concluding part of the manual deals adequately with the important public
health aspects of prematurity. Helpful ancillary data have been included in
the appendix.
This monograph is a solid piece of work and may be highly recommended.
Rather than having the superficial, sketchy, and dogmatic character of many
handbooks, the material presented here is concise, well chosen, and carefully
documented. The inclusion of extensive and pertinent bibliography will
facilitate further reading.
MORRIS GREEN
THE QIUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF DRUGS. By D. C. Garrett. New York,
Philosophical Library, Inc., 1955. xv, 670 pp. $17.50.
This is the second edition of a book published before the last war under
the title, Druigs and Galenicals. The intention of the author to keep pace
with the considerable expansion of the field of medicinal chemicals has been
well met. It is indeed a comprehensive survey of drugs including galenicals,
synthetic drugs, metallic elements, and essential oils, as well as complex
mixtures of drugs. These substances are listed conveniently in alphabetical
order, with separate categories for essential oils and for oils, fats, and
waxes. The convenience of this system breaks down, however, when one
finds aureomycin, dihyprostreptomycin, and neomycin listed under peni-
cillin, rather than all being listed logically under the general heading of
antibiotics.
Two factors seem to have entered into the selection of the textual mate-
rial. The author admits to leaning heavily upon the accepted methodology of
the U. S. and British Pharmacopoeia, although he makes clear that the book
is intended to supplement the official compendia by emphasizing quantita-
tive aspects of analysis. Certainly the author's own analytical experience as
Chief Analyst of the Boots Pure Drug Company of Great Britain has
played no small r6le in the selection and organization of material and adds
to the value of the book.
The format, which includes the indentation of all methods giving experi-
mental details, facilitates rapid consultation and should be appreciated.
A book of this kind must of necessity be intensely practical, yet it is
unfortunate when this is carried to the extreme of explaining in a footnote
that the "phenol reagent" used in the analysis of epinephrine is "a com-
plicated reagent usually bought ready prepared." Not only is the academic
value of the book reduced in this way, but even its practical nature suffers
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when one searches in vain for the place where one can buy the reagent. In
certain sections, such an approach limits the book's usefulness to the tech-
nician's level.
Perhaps the most unfortunate decision the author has made has been to
limit the methods described to purely chemical ones. In many instances
(e.g., epinephrine), where physical methods (such as spectrophotometry)
have been applied with notable success, the fact is not mentioned. This
deficiency is weakly compensated for by the inclusion of a brief chapter on
general physical methods with few references.
It must be borne in mind, however, that it is probably not possible for a
single individual to do complete justice to a review of the book in its en-
tirety. In the general analysis there is no question that this will be a useful
handbook for the pharmacologist, toxicologist, pharmacist, and those en-
gaged in allied sciences.
NICHOLAS J. GIARMAN
THE BEHAVIOR OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS LESIONS. By Edgar M.
Medlar. New York, Medlar Monograph, 1955. 244 pp.
This monograph presents a summation of Dr. Medlar's studies spanning
a quarter of a century. As the author states in his introduction, ". . . it
presents the observations and the interpretations of observations of a
pathologist who has sought to understand the dynamics of tuberculous
disease." The conclusions of a lifetime of research in understanding the
time-sequence relationships of '. . . this microscopic, parasitic, vegetable
cell . . ." and the human lung are presented for the first time in one beauti-
fully illustrated volume.
The initial chapter includes an excellent summary of the historical land-
marks in man's efforts to eradicate the tubercle bacillus. From such a survey
Medlar concluded that a true understanding of the dynamics of the disease
could not be obtained at the autopsy table. He therefore turned to the
laboratory for a 15-year study of tuberculosis in lower animals. By employ-
ing rabbits and the bovine tubercle bacillus, he was able to reproduce at will
an infection closely akin to that in man. From histological sections the
reader may follow the pathological morphology from the earliest focal areas
of lobular pneumonia to its ultimate and fatal stages of necrosis and cavita-
tion. The response to varied dosage and the problem of re-infection disease
are presented in similar fashion. One wishes that space permitted the author
to enlarge on his work dealing with effects of posture. By forcing rabbits to
assume an upright position, he was consistently able to produce apical
tuberculosis in an animal which ordinarily exhibits only basular lesions.
Medlar confesses that an explanation for this phenomenon in the rabbit, as
with man, remains a riddle.
Having established the time-sequence relationship in a lower animal, the
author then applied this knowledge to a similar study in man. One thousand
medical examiner cases with microscopic evidence of tuberculosis and 100
fatal cases of proven tuberculosis were examined with meticulous detail. A
missing link was supplied with the advent of resectional therapy, and the
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